Summer Chores

Now that we have finisﬁec{ Jo[cmting Jum’ng the sym’ng rush, the real
work Eegins for the genuine gardener. While the Jo(cmts are young removing
all weeds & putting down mulch is essential unless you enjoy weecﬁ’ng all
summer. New p(antings need to be qut well watered. Water on[y morning
& evening, using a soaker hose is best. Tomatoes es]oeciaﬂ’y should never be
watered overhead to prevent disease.

Watch Jo[cmts cawfu(fy for ])roﬁl?ams with disease & pests. Catcﬁing
Joroﬁfems ear[y & using the correct remecfy will Eeqo ]o(cmts ﬁeaﬁ?ﬁy &
prevent the Joroﬁl?am from syreacfing to other }afcmts. @eacﬁiead’ing
f[owering ]o[cmts will ﬁego Eega annuals & Joerennial’s in bloom for (onger.
Annuals es]oecia[fy can be Iéqot f[owering until ﬁfost with a [ittle
maintenance. 1 enjoy waﬂéing around the garc[ens in the morning with a
cup cf coﬁ[ee, acan of hot soapy water, & a small Joair qf scissors. This is a
gooc[ time to spot pests while tﬁey are slow moving & can be ]o(ucléecf cﬁ( &

put into a can cf soapy water. This works well for Japanese beetles, red
Li(y beetles, sfugs & all other beetles. 1 put the can under the spot where
one is sitting, shake the ])(ant a little & the beetle f(ies down n’gﬁt into the
can. No need to touch them.

In the vegemﬁfe gamfen Eeejo an eye out for cateqaiﬂ’ars on tomatoes
(horn worms), caﬁﬁage, broccoli, peppers & other y[ants. An ear[y
ap}oﬁ’cam’on of Bacillus T ﬁum’ngiensis or BT will kill them Eefore tﬁey can
cfamage the ]ofcmts. Start tﬁinEing cf a fa[f Jo[anting, you can Eee}o the
gan{en going until December with a late Jofanting qf many vegemﬁfes that
enjoy cool weather. Broccoli, caﬁﬁage, lettuce & other greens, radishes &
kale are cool weather lovers. Harvest vegetaﬁﬂes everyday to Eeey the Ja(cmts
going as [ong as yossiﬁ(e. jufy is the time to harvest the gar[ic, 1f you
Jafantec[ it last fa[f, cure it for several weeks Eefore using.



Pinch back Asters, Cﬁrysantﬁemums & Monarda to léeey them
Eusﬁy & prevent them from getting so tall that tﬁey fust faff over when
tﬁey Eegin to f[ower in the late summer. The fina[ Joincﬁing should be mid
jufy for best results.

Mid summer is time to ferti[ize again for a Jaiclé—u]). Fish emulsion is
a good’ Jorocfuct to use on vegemﬁfes & annuals. This is also a gooc{ time to
y(ant biennials for Bfooming next year. Mark ])erermiafs for cﬁvicfing in
the fa[f Or next spring. Bulb camfogs will be arriving at this time. Plan
your spring c[isy[ay & order ear(y to be sure to get the bulbs you want.

Cl-fousejo[ants [ove a vacation outdoors for the summer. Put them in
the shade & gradua[(y put them into more figﬁt Keep an eye on them for
any pests & take care qf any Joroﬁfems immed'iate[y. ‘Make sure to check
beneath the pots as well.

Container Jo(antings may need to be watered cﬁen when the weather
is warm yf moisture-retaining crysmfs were not added when Jofantec[. Check
every cfay yf tﬁey are in fu[( sun. Deadhead spent blooms & ferti(ize with
ﬁsﬁ emulsion.

Visit nurseries to check out their sales. Perennials can be Ja(omtecf
until October. Annuals can be cut back & Jafantec[ for indoor containers
Erougﬁt in late summer to enjoy tﬁrougﬁ the fa[[.

Most cf all take time to enjoy the garcﬁms. Sit out in the evenings
with a g[ass qf wine, savor the Eeautifu( weather & admire your work.

Invite fm’end’s over to share in the Eeauty.
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