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Blakely Szosz, RIFGC President

Well goodbye spring and summer- the time has gotten away from me and I cannot believe kids are back to school and
cool evenings are setting in. This summer has been a whirlwind of activity for our new board with fresh starts, doing
plenty of hard work behind the scenes, and making tons of progress. We have been laying the foundation for what I
expect to be an amazing time for RIFGC. Thursday, September 28th is our next meeting at Roger Williams Park
Casino starting at 10:00 AM- I can’t wait to share all this summer’s events with you so be sure to join us!
In this newsletter I do my best to get you all the information you need. We have a lot going on- almost two pages of
dates for your calendars- so be sure to share with your club members. Opportunities for grants, programs, design…
it’s all here for you. When you need more information or if you have questions- ASK. That’s why I’m here.
Most of you have heard that my theme is Respect- From the Ground Up. In my years of gardening I have been forced
to learn patience. The number of plants I have killed far outnumbers the ones that I grow. It is experience and
learning and sharing (and indeed some commiserating) that brought me to Garden Clubs. Supporting my community
in the best way I knew how and having fun while doing it were qualities that solidified my commitment.
Your time is as valuable to me as mine is. Respect- from the ground up parallels the RIFGC organization. I see my
role as being an advocate for you. The clubs and membership are doing the work. Whatever I can do to showcase
your individuality, talent, determination and commitment is my purpose. To my mind that is achieved through
communication. We have worked diligently for 86 years towards a healthier environment, preserved open space,
horticultural excellence, creativity and self-expression through design, outreach through garden therapy and programs
with youth, and providing thousands and thousands of dollars in scholarships. RIFGC is a force to be reckoned with.
So- for now keep up the great work and enjoy the fruits of your labor- ideally in the form of a perfect heirloom
tomato. I look forward to seeing you all in the near future!
Warm regards,
Blakely
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Rhode Island. Please RSVP by
September 18 to Paul Nunes, Vice
President, by e-mail
(pbnunes4@gmail.com) or phone
(401-529-1419).

September 13-15, 2017: National
Garden Clubs, Inc. 85th Annual Fall
Board Meeting in St. Louis, Missouri.
Tuesday,September 19th: Gentian
Garden Club presents Elaine
DiChiara, Sogetsu Ikebana Instructor.
Elaine will demonstrate and share
insights into what ikebana is today.
Join us for a fun evening of
traditional and contemporary ikebana.
7:00PM at
North Scituate Community House
546 W Greenville Rd, N Scituate
$5 Guest Fee, includes light
refreshments. Opportunity drawing
for flowers from the arrangements.
Proceeds to benefit the philanthropic
projects of the Gentian Garden Club,
youth & senior programs, civic
beautification and scholarships.
For information: Edna Duffy
401.349.4694 or
eduffyfreespirit@gmail.com
Wednesday, September 20: Design
Study Group Beginners and
Advanced 9:30-noon.
Presenter: Lynne Merrill ‘Playing
with Pave’
Barrington United Methodist Church,
230 Washington Street, Barrington,
RI 20806
Committee Co-chairs: Marjorie
DeAngelis: (401) 595-5955 Email:
Marjorie.d10@gmail.com
Linda Kirkpatrick: (401) 293-0063
Email: lkirkpat@cox.net
Friday, September 22: Edgewood
Garden Club invites you and a guest
to join us for a special kick-off of our
2017-2018 program as well as the
start of a year-long celebration of 85
years of community involvement.
The wine and cheese event takes
place from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the
Aspray Boat House, 2 East View
Street, Pawtuxet Village, Warwick,

Saturday, September 23, 2017:
Gentian Garden Club’s Annual Fall
Plant Sale.
Locally grown perennials, shrubs,
herbs and native plants from local
gardeners with multiple GREEN
thumbs! 9 to Noon rain or shine!
North Scituate Community House
546 West Greenville Road (Rt. 116),
North Scituate, RI
Saturday and Sunday, September
23-24: Environmental Studies School
sponsored by the Garden Club
Federation of Massachusetts, Inc.
Series 5, Course 2 - The Living
Earth: Land & Related Issues.
Time: 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM (includes
time for check-in and optional exam
on Sunday) Location: UTEC Inc.,
35 Warren St, Lowell, MA.
Chairman: Leigh
Cameron, leighb.cameron@gmail.co
m 978-703-0813
Registrar: Jan
Todd, jan@jandbtodd.com
Thursday, September 28, 2017:
10:00 AM RIFGC Board meeting
Roger Williams Park Casino.
Questions about computer skills and
social media? A roundtable
discussion immediately following the
meeting will be led by Jane Donnelly
our IT Chair.
Tuesday, October 17, 2017 7:00
PM: Gentian Garden Club presents
“Mushroom Hunting in Southern
New England”. Come see an
incredible slideshow of delicious wild
RI mushrooms with Ryan Bouchard
and Emily Schmidt. 7:00PM at
North Scituate Community House
546 W Greenville Rd, N Scituate
$5 Guest Fee. For information: Edna
Duffy 401.349.4694 or
eduffyfreespirit@gmail.com
Or Sharon Gainey 401-764-0373.
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Saturday, October 14: Affiliate of
RIFGC Ocean State Orchid Society
Meeting 1:00 PM La Quinta Inn and
Suites, 4 Universal Boulevard
Coventry, RI 02816
Topic: Pollination- Did you know
that orchid flowers have evolved for a
single purpose: To seduce
pollinators? We will view the PBS
documentary, “Plants Behaving
Badly,” and discuss the role of
pollination in orchids.

Monday, October 23: Tiverton
Garden Club is pleased to present our
first Photography Show,
“Inspirations From Nature”, this
will be a judged show from 3:30PM 8:30PM at the Tiverton Library,
Community Room, 34 Roosevelt
Avenue, Tiverton, RI
Thursday, October 26, 2017:
RIFGC Board meeting, 10:00 AM at
Roger Williams Park Casino. Social
time at 9:30. Questions about
Awards? A roundtable discussion
immediately following the meeting
will be led by Awards Chair Holly
Lippert.
October 30 -31, 2017: Rhode Island
Federation of garden clubs, Inc.
invites you to
THE NEW ENGLAND GARDEN
CLUBS, INC. First Annual Meeting.
Immediately followed byOct. 31 – Nov. 2, 2017: NATIONAL
GARDEN CLUBS SYMPOSIUM
featuring Instructors: Horticulture:
Dottie Howatt and
Design: Claudia Bates.
Both of the above events to be held
at:
The Crown Plaza Hotel
801 Greenwich Avenue, Warwick, RI
02886
More details in article below…
Wednesday, November 1st, 2017:
deadline for the grants from NGC for
Plant America Community
Projects. As Nancy Hargroves, NGC
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President, mentions, these projects
can be new or existing projects; the
awards will be distributed in January
and the project needs to be completed
by May 2019. Such an easy way to
win up to $1000 for your clubs’
projects! Please see
http://www.gardenclub.org/ and log
in as a member for more details.
Wednesday, November 8:
Education Day at Roger Williams
Park Casino chaired by Sandi Tinyk.
Wednesday, November 15: Design
Study Group Beginners and
Advanced 9:30-noon.
Presenter: Cathy Moore ‘Cascading
Color’
St. Matthews Church, 87
Narragansett Avenue, Jamestown, RI
02835 Committee Co-chairs:
Marjorie DeAngelis: (401) 595-5955
Email: Marjorie.d10@gmail.com
Linda Kirkpatrick: (401) 293-0063
Email: lkirkpat@cox.net
Thursday, December 7: RIFGC
Board meeting, 10:00 AM at Roger
Williams Park Casino. Social time at
9:30. Holiday party/luncheon - both
floors for meeting and luncheon.
Wednesday, January 17: Design
Study Group Beginners and
Advanced 9:30-noon
Presenter: De Feldman ‘Giving it a
Twist’
Barrington United Methodist Church,
230 Washington Street, Barrington,
RI 20806 Co-chairs: Marjorie
DeAngelis: (401) 595-5955 Email:
Marjorie.d10@gmail.com
Linda Kirkpatrick: (401) 293-0063
Email: lkirkpat@cox.net
Thursday, January 25: RIFGC
Board meeting, 10:00 AM at Roger
Williams Park Casino. Social time at
9:30.
Thursday, February 22: RIFGC
Board meeting, 10:00 AM at Roger
Williams Park Casino. Social time at
9:30.
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Wednesday, March 21: Design
Study Group Beginners and
Advanced 9:30-noon
Presenter: Barbara Blossom ‘Less is
More’ Barrington United Methodist
Church, 230 Washington Street,
Barrington, RI 20806 Co-chairs:
Marjorie DeAngelis:
(401) 595-5955 Email:
Marjorie.d10@gmail.com
Linda Kirkpatrick: (401) 293-0063
Email: lkirkpat@cox.net
Thursday, March 22: RIFGC Board
meeting, 10:00 AM at Roger
Williams Park Casino. Social time at
9:30.
Thursday, April 26: RIFGC Annual
meeting location tbd
Thursday, June 7: RIFGC Board
meeting, 10:00 AM at Roger
Williams Park Casino. Social time at
9:30.

Hosted by Rhode Island Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc.
October 31 – November 2
Crowne Plaza Hotel, Warwick, RI.
Symposiums are not only for judges! Anyone may attend upon payment of the
registration fee. You may come to the Design Instruction or the Horticulture Instruction
or both. There are also two one hour Allied Subjects, one on October 31st at 4:15pm.,
and the second before Dottie Howatt’s Horticulture presentation on Nov.1 st. That day
begins at 8:00 am with a break for lunch, and ends at 2:45 pm. November 2 nd same start
time of 8:00 am. The Design Instructor Claudia Bates will be presenting two of the new
designs from the 2017 Handbook. There will be lunch followed by practice point
scoring. The session ends at 1:45 pm, when all except those taking the exam may leave.
Accredited judges are required to attend a Symposium for credit at least once every
three years to keep their ‘Good Standing.’ Symposiums are excellent learning
experiences for everyone, and I encourage you to come, I think you will be glad you
did!!
The registration form and further information is on our website: www.rigardenclubs.org
Please feel free to call or email me if you have questions.

Sue Redden
RI Flower Show Schools/Symposium Chair
401-433-0101.
sueredden@verizon.net
P.S. This Symposium follows the New England Garden Clubs’ First Annual Meeting.
Our National President is coming, and a Reception will be held on October 30 th in her
honor, followed by dinner and program. The business meeting and Awards Luncheon is
on October 31st.

Everyone is invited! Registration form is on the website shown above.
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Thank you Jane Donnelly! In the
interest of supporting our clubs and
members RIFGC has a new IT Chair
to answer all things tech-related. She
will offer articles with insight to help
with computer safety and skills. She
has also agreed to lead our round
table discussion after September
28th’s board meeting. Email, social
media, spreadsheets, newsletters,
jpegs and pdf’s are not going away.
Bring your questions and your
patience and we can all figure this
stuff out together.

It’s time to stop
sharing…
Here are two examples of
situations where you’d need
your own email address:


You’re in a car accident that
necessitates a stay in a
hospital and follow up via
computer with the doctor
through the doctor’s secure
email portal. This is actually
a common occurrence in
today’s medical care. The
email address you use must
be specific to you. If you try
to give the doctor an email
address that’s already in the
system, the system won’t

accept it. This happened to a
friend whose husband had
enrolled himself in the
doctor’s system and her
submission of the identical
address was denied. In a
time of stress, she wasn’t
able to deal with having to
set up her own email . . . and
her medical care was
diminished.


A more pleasant scenario:
Your husband’s 70th
birthday is approaching and
you’d like to throw him a
surprise party. Can you
imagine how much easier it
would be to orchestrate all
the details of the surprise if
you had a secure and
personal means of
corresponding with
everyone? People could
RSVP via email and you
could manage much of the
event, all while the birthday
guy is blissfully unaware.

If you want to have your own
email and don’t have a clue
where to start, it’s pretty easy.
Here’s how to create a gmail
account.
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that someone else has, the
system will let you know it’s
not available (you can use
letters and numbers). You’ll
also need to choose a password
with at least 8 characters. Make
sure it’s a password that you
can remember that wouldn’t be
easily guessed. Your birthday,
“password,” and your pet’s
name are examples of BAD
ideas. Click on “Next.”
3. A screen will come up
requiring you to agree to “terms
of service.” Scroll down to the
bottom and click on “I agree.”
4. A “Welcome” screen will
appear. Congratulations . . . you
now have your own address!
Contact the secretary of your
local garden club to let her
know that you have a new
address. You can also write to
your friends to ask them to add
your new address to their
address books.
Jane Donnelly
RIFGC IT Chair

BE SURE TO VISIT THE
RIFGC WEBSITE
HTTP://RIGARDENCLUBS.ORG/

1. Open the browser on your
computer, enter
https://accounts.google.com/Sig
nUp and hit the Return key. A
page will open entitled “Create
your Google Account.”
2. Fill in the boxes on the right
side of the page with the
requested information. You’ll
need to choose a username. It
can be almost anything you’d
like, but if you enter a name

PASSWORD FOR
MEMBER’S AREA IS
‘FLOWERS’

And our National
website
http://www.gardenclub.org/

Sign in: ‘member’
New Password:
‘pumpkin’
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RIFGC is everywhere! Pictured above is President Blakely Szosz with keynote speaker P. Allen Smith at
the Spring NGC National Convention in Richmond, VA., 1st V.P. Deb Ort volunteering at The Newport
Flower Show, and a magnificent design by Bernie Larivee on display at The Newport Flower Show.

This year Rhode Island is the host state for the New England Garden Clubs (NEGC) Annual Meeting and the
NGC Symposium. Both events are being held at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, Warwick, RI. NEGC Oct. 30 -31, 2017,
followed by the Symposium Oct. 31 – Nov 2, 2017.
Anyone may attend either or both events. You do not have to be a judge to attend the Symposium.
The NEGC event begins with an evening reception honoring our National President, Nancy Hargroves, and
NEGC Director, Susan Hinkel, (VT) this will be followed by dinner and a program relating to the Standard
Flower Show being presented at this meeting. On Oct. 31st – Halloween! The Annual Meeting will be held at
9:00 am with a program following. The Awards will be given out at the Luncheon.
The Symposium begins on October 31st with a Welcome at 4:15 pm and an Allied Subject at 4:30 – 5:30 pm.
Nov. 1st will be the second Allied Subject followed by the Horticulture presentation with Dottie Howatt,
Instructor. Design with Claudia Bates, Instructor is on Nov, 2nd.
This is a wonderful opportunity to learn from these excellent instructors. The Crowne Plaza is a lovely hotel,
and parking is free. Do come and join us, the registration form is on our website. If you have questions,
please ask either me or Vera Bowen NEGC Annual Meeting Chairman – verabowen9092@gmail.com
Sue Redden, Symposium Chairman
sueredden@verizon.net
401-433- 0101
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NGC President: Nancy L. Hargroves,
Theme: “Plant America”
1235 Dover Creek Lane, Manakin Sabot, VA 23103-2532
Phone: (804) 784-0109. (804)363-0771 Cell.
email: inbleum@comcast.net
New England Garden Clubs, Inc. Director: Susan P.
Hinkel,
Theme: "NEGC Plants for Everyone.”
1064 N. Main Street, Danby, VT 05739-9646
Phone: (new) (802) 293-9566 Email: rerob@mac.com

RIFGC EXECUTIVE BOARD 2017-2019:
President – Blakely Szosz, Barrington Garden Club,
Theme: “Respect- From the Ground Up”
39 Salisbury Rd. Barrington, RI 02806
(h) 401-433-2621 (c) 401-573-8824, email:
blakelydesign39@gmail.com
1st VP – Deb Ort, Sogkonate Garden Club
67 Maple Avenue, Little Compton, RI 02837
(h) 401-635-9556 (c) 401-239-4113, email: debort@cox.net
2nd VP – Sheryl McGookin, Edgewood Garden Club
42 Ferncrest Ave. Cranston, RI 02905
401-941-9217 email: sherylmcgookin@gmail.com
Recording Secretary – Emily Reade, Barrington Garden
Club
9 Preston Dr. Barrington, RI 02806
401-245-0111, email: emmyann53@aol.com
Corresponding Secretary – Linda Alves, Western Cranston
Garden Club
1310 Pippin Road Cranston, RI 02921
401-821-7425 email: lalves2@cox.net
Treasurer – Lisa Pollack, Angle Tree Garden Club
60 Wild Acres Rd. North Attleboro, MA.
774-643-6188 email: lbpollack@gmail.com
Ex-Officio – Cathy Moore, Gardeners of Westerly
11 Popon Rd. Watch Hill, RI 02891
401-348-8926 email: csimplymoore@cox.net
Life Member Group Board Officers 2017-2019
De Feldman, Chairwoman
Sandi Tinyk, Vice-Chair
Susan Talbot, Recording Secretary
Lisa Pollack, Corresponding Secretary
Vera Bowen, Treasurer
Adelaide Clifford, Membership
Katy Wardlaw, Scholarship Chair
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Chatham Village
We always start our year with a Fall workshop.
This year we did something different from anything
we’ve done before: we each brought in a medium sized
pumpkin. We also supplied many different types of fall
flowers and greens and ribbon and some extra doodads.
Then, we started to drill! Three of us were drillers and
people brought us their pumpkins and told us where
they wanted the holes. They produced an array of
different effects by filling in the holes, but every one’s
pumpkin had a character of its own. It was a lot of fun.
In November, Holly Lippert told us about all the
awards for which we can try. Since we had a great deal
of sickness in our group this year, we did not get any
done, but we are already planning for next year.
Our main project for this year has been our placing
the Blue Star Memorial in the Warwick Veteran’s Park
on West Shore Road. Jan Marcello and her committee
have been working on the project for two years. The
dedication was Memorial Day, May 29, 2017 @ 2:00
p.m. It was a great event!
Respectfully submitted by
Co-Presidents Alice Gordon & Sharon Dansereau
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Since World War I, a Blue Star Banner displayed in the window of a home told others that a family member was serving in the
Armed Services. Also known as the Service Flag, the blue stands for hope and pride. When service members lost their lives, the
blue star was replaced with a gold star representing the sacrifice.
At the close of World War II, National Garden Clubs, Inc. was looking for a way of honoring our service men and women. NGC
visualized a living memorial ~ six thousand flowering dogwood trees were planted along five miles of highway in New Jersey,
which had been dedicated the Blue Star Drive by the legislature. No billboards were allowed on the memorial stretch.
In 1947, a past president of National Garden Clubs designed a marker which would identify the highways. Proudly, Rhode Island
was the first state to dedicate a Blue Star Memorial in Westerly, after the program was started. “Eight miles of Post Road, from
Westerly to Charlestown became the Blue Star Memorial Highway.” (Quote from the Providence Journal October 19, 1950)
While it originally began to honor World War II veterans, the mission was expanded in 1951 to include all men and women who
have served, were serving or would serve in the armed services of the United States.
Sometime after the late 1960’s our Blue Star Memorial was removed from its location on Route 1 to expand the highway system.
Unfortunately, our original marker was never found.
In 2004, a new marker was purchased and installed adjacent to the Greater Westerly/Pawcutuck Information Center on Route 1,
very near the first sight.
At present, we now have 11 Blue Star Memorial Markers!!!!! The most recent dedication was Memorial Day by Chatham Village
Garden Club in Veterans Memorial Park in Warwick. Pictured below are examples of markers in Chatham Village, Portsmouth,
and Tiverton.
The process for dedicating a Blue Star marker is relatively easy, however it does take time.
o Garden Club approves to have a Blue Star Memorial Marker
o Decide on a location and contact the local authority for permission.
i.e. Highway Department or local government
o Contact state Blue Star Chair for forms and instructions (candacemorgenstern@gmail.com)
o Other organizations who are interested in civic development may be contacted to help finance, plant and maintain the
surrounding garden.
o Allow at least 2 months to have marker made.
o By-Way Marker - 12” High by 20” wide
 $490.00, which can be mounted on a stone or framed
o Memorial Marker - Overall Height 7’6” - Marker size 41”H by 45”W, includes post
o $1470.00
o Price includes, shipping and handling
It would be wonderful if each of our garden clubs dedicated a Blue Star Marker to honor those who have served in the Armed
Services. Many of us have relatives who have served our country; fathers, mothers, brothers, sisters, sons and daughters. This very
special group, who have protected our freedom, deserve to be honored in each of our communities.
I am available to answer any of your questions and hope each of our garden clubs in RIFGC Inc. will consider honoring the men
and women who have served our country and protected the freedom that we enjoy.
Candace Morgenstern
RIFGC Blue Star Chair
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With Nikki Greene of Hameho
As a young girl, I knew very little about flowers…except that I liked them. We had iris growing along a path in our back yard, so I could
recognize them easily; but then, who couldn’t? I was envious of my friends who knew the names of different flowers and plants that
bloomed in their mother’s gardens. My mother had died when I was seven years old; thus my father had quite enough to do to keep the lawn
moved and bushes pruned. My sister and I grew up knowing a lot about football and baseball, but not much about annuals and perennials. I
vowed that someday, I would learn about flowers.
Two events helped me attain that goal. As luck would have it, forty-eight years ago, we moved to a house which was across the street from a
dear lady who became my ‘gardening mentor’; and here we remain. She shared her love and knowledge of plants as well as the plants
themselves. I continue to treasure many of her daylilies, sixteen years after her death.
The second thing that happened was, I joined the Hameho Garden Club. I had been reluctant to do so because I was such a novice. Finally, a
good friend convinced me that I would learn ‘hands-on’ at the various meetings, workshops, and field trips. The club met once a month in
the evening when husbands were home to stay with the kids. I liked that aspect, since daytime was much too busy what with having three
young boys.
For thirty-eight years, I have enjoyed and valued the friendship of so many others who love flowers and share a commitment to beautify our
town and protect our environment. That friendship has also expanded to members of Hameho’s sister club in town, the Barrington Garden
Club. I have also made numerous new acquaintances in the Rhode Island Federation of Garden Clubs through the years, also joining a Life
Member Group as well.
We are not required to do formal flower arranging. It is encouraged, but certainly not mandatory. In fact, in my opinion, (“she said lightheartedly”) entering a standard flower show is one of the most stressful activities one might agree to do. I have done this many times, though
afterwards have said, “Never again!” It can be a nerve-wracking experience. You prepare for weeks: reading the schedule of specifications
for the entered class; decide what flowers to use and what container to do it in…worry about color, size, and ‘suitability of background’.
Then finally you assemble it in your kitchen amidst the usual household clutter. After a day of analyzing your work, making numerous
changes, you exclaim, “I like it this way, and I don’t care what the judges think!” (Not really.)
Of course, by the time your design is transported to the exhibition site, it no longer looks like what you originally intended. The dreaded car
ride. Notwithstanding the packing and supporting, invariably, the arrangement will dump over or sway in the car, needing rearranging at the
last minute. The one time that did not happen was when I held it in my left hand for the entire ride into Providence. I managed to do that
because it was a miniature design, only four inches tall. (My first blue ribbon winner!)
Then there was the time the ride was fine, but then I had to carry it through a virtual wind tunnel in the parking garage of the convention
center. (That was a third place.) Oh, all right, I’ll tell you, my next two entries only got honorable mentions. All these years later, I have
had numerous placements in many shows and agree to exhibit because that is how we all learn. It is important also to support the garden
clubs.
My husband often teases me by calling all flowers ‘rhodogeraniums’, a species of his imagination. Our sons always indulged me while I
tried to teach them the obvious spring flowers visible when driving around town. That was good ‘one-on-one’ time, I thought. They pleased
me when they could correctly identify hydrangea, wisteria, and forsythia. (Our youngest always teased me by calling it ‘fivesythia’…like
father, like son.)
We ‘flower-ladies,’ as one of my friend’s husband affectionately called us, agree to exhibit our creations; dirty our hands; tend our town
gardens; provide garden therapy to those in need; and sponsor public programs in an attempt to pass on to others our respect and love of the
environment; and to make our community a nicer place in which to live. (Junior Garden Clubs are wonderful…wish I had been in one.)

RIFGC has opened a wholesale account with Sylvan nursery in Westport Massachusetts. Any clubs in need of perennials, shrubs,
trees, native or wetland plants for new installations can submit a plant list to the president of RIFGC for sizes and pricing.
Additionally the nursery is retail as well as wholesale so you are welcome to visit and see what they have to offer any time. We still
support buying from your local nurseries but also recognize the need to make the most of our money as we are a volunteer
organization. ALL wholesale inquiries must be made through the executive board.

We want to support all the great work that you do and hope this makes it a little easier!
http://www.sylvannursery.com/
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Co –Chairs Karen Kestenberg pictured left, Linda Alves shown right…and ‘before’ images of the property

The location of the home is 379 Friendship Street in Providence RI. The homeowner is Melissa and her son is Daniel.
The process for our landscape and curb project was done in 2 phases. The first phase was the sod which was installed by Habitat volunteers on June 3 rd. A
cedar swing, garden gloves, hose, and sprinkler were given to the homeowner. We were informed by the homeowner that her homeowner insurance rates
were going to be raised due to the many tree limbs that were lying on or too close to the home. After a few inquiries we had a licensed arborist - SJS Tree
and Landscaping cut back all of the hanging limbs from a tree in the front of the house and various trees in the back of the home. All of the old and decrepit
plants in the front yard were removed.
On June 17th the second phase was completed. All of the plants were purchased wholesale at Sylvans Nursery. The planting was completed of the dwarf
Ilex; knock out roses, yellow lilies in the front of the home along with annuals in a window box and a beautiful red container. Vera Bowen and Bristol
Garden Club donated 6 beautiful hostas which she planted near a gate which leads into the back yard. The volunteers that accomplished the organization,
planting, and mulching are Deb Ort, Ann Gralnek, Blakely Szosz, Noah Szosz, Linda Alves, Karen Kestenberg, Vera Bowen, John Chmil from Habitat and 2
volunteers from Habitat, Kerstin and Nicole.
On June 20th Blakely Szosz and Linda Alves represented the RIFGC at a happy celebration and dedication of the home.
Respectfully submitted;
Linda Alves
Co-Chair with Karen Kestenberg for Habitat for Humanity
‘After’ images of property…
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From NGC Website…
This new grant fund is being created
to raise funds for, and distribute funds
to, local garden club projects. In
response to corporate funds not being
as available to the NGC community
as they used to, President Hargrove
has stated that "we must become selfsustaining," and the establishment of
the grant fund will be a crucial step
forward in doing that.
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Our first appearance at the
Newport Polo All-Charity
Day in July was a
wonderful success. Thanks
to all that came out to
show their support. And
special thanks to Bernie
Larivee who provided
prizes for the hat and dog
collar contests!

The first grants of up to $1,000 will
be awarded in 2017. Funds will be
actively solicited from members,
affiliated organizations, sponsors and
partners to provide financial and inkind support for worthy projects. This
is not just a 2-year project; the
intention is for this to be a perpetual
fund that will help sustain member
clubs and their projects beyond the
2017-2019 administration.

Dates of National Garden Clubs-Sponsored Trips:
With NGC President Nancy Hargrove’s focus on gardens and gardening, the NGC-sponsored trips during

this administration will highlight gardens in the United States. Dates have been set for the following:
 October 15 – 20, 2017: Hudson River Valley
For details follow the link below…
http://gardenclub.org/about-us/ngc-hudson-valley-tour-2017.aspx
And stay tuned and watch our National website for details

 April 2 – 7, 2018: Gardens in Georgia, including the site of the first garden club meeting
in1891.
 October, 2018: P. Allen Smith’s Moss Mountain Farm in Arkansas
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and How They Might Affect Us
Blakely has asked me if I would be an environmental ambassador for RIFGC and since I am interested and concerned about the state of our
soil, the quality of the food we eat, and our general health in relation to the agricultural production of genetically engineered organisms
(GMOs) -- I’m trying to learn what is grown, and how we are affected by these organisms, and I’m discovering it isn’t good.
Basically, industry is using “a more precise method of plant breeding” to create genetically modified organisms, and Monsanto is a major
player in this game. Their website maintains “that humans have selectively cultivated plants to create new varieties of crops with desirable
traits” for 10,000 years, adding that the goal of genetic engineering (GE) is to “help farmers large and small grow food more sustainably,” but
I’m wondering if that goal is met. Nowadays, it seems fewer varieties of crops are grown, and these fewer crops are not rotated, leaving the
soil nutrient depleted, the food less nourishing, and harvests less plentiful.
Nine GE crops are widely available and grown in the US today: soybeans, corn, papaya, potato, canola, alfalfa, sugar beets and summer
squash. GMO apples will be available this year. Many of these crops are fed to livestock, used to process our food, and sold in the produce
aisle of super markets, so our food supply is already severely affected–- unless we can buy locally, or buy organic. Once farmers purchase
these GE seeds they are bound to buy them exclusively year after year, and if insects happens to cross-pollinate on other lands, then those
other crops can no longer be certified organic.
As many of us may know, Roundup is a signature product of Monsanto, and glyphosate is the main active ingredient in this toxic herbicide.
Roundup is sprayed on crops to make them “resistant to pest or diseases.” Weeds become resistant to the spray so pesticides, insecticides, and
yet more herbicides, have to be developed to guaranty plants “tolerant to herbicides that allow farmers to better control weeds.” And again, if
any of this toxic spray drifts on to neighboring farmland, the land can no longer be considered organic.
The noxious chemicals can also contaminate other plants, fish, birds, animals, and even humans who happen to be touched by dusting. Medical
connections have been documented between the neurotoxins and certain cancers, endocrine diseases, developmental delays, birth defects and
non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma – to name just a few medical conditions that have been identified.
Dr. Joseph Mercola, tells us, in his recently published book Fat for Fuel, that glyphosate is an enormous threat to our mitochondrial health –- it
combines with manganese and other important minerals in plants that our bones, membrane and immune system need to flourish, rendering
them unavailable when the plants are eaten. Also, because many vegetable oils, and the processed foods that contain them, are made out of
genetically modified corn, soybean, and canola, they are highly likely to be contaminated with this ubiquitous chemical. This is dire news,
given that nearly 2 million tons of glyphosate was dumped into American soil from 1974 to 2016.
Some eight hundred health and human rights organizations have lawsuits pending against the use of these toxins, but the Environmental
Protection Agency sides with Monsanto who continues to manufacture and distribute Roundup to farmers, and local retailers, where we
continue to innocently buy it, and spray it on our gardens!
On April 18, 2017 representatives of many consumer organizations gathered at The Hague in the Netherlands, to hear the opinions of five
judges who presided over the International Monsanto Tribunal to consider the testimony of a two-day citizen’s tribunal last October. The good
news is that the judges considered that “Monsanto has engaged in practices that have violated the basic human right to a healthy environment,
the right to food, the rights to health and the right of scientists to freely conduct indispensable research.” It’s a start, but our government must
also agree with these findings and “clearly assert the protection of the environment, and establish the crime of ecocide,” for things to change,
and for lawmakers to be able to hold corporations like Monsanto responsible. In the meantime, what can we gardeners do to counteract the
scourge of Roundup and other deadly toxins, and promote an alternative, regenerative type of farming/gardening that is good for our soil, our
food and ultimately, our health?
1) We can stop using Roundup, and we round up and return our own, and our neighbors’ Roundup containers to the store!
2) We can boycott Roundup – retailers will not stock product if there is no demand for it.
3) We can boycott all Scotts Miracle-Gro products, even the organic ones, because Scotts is the exclusive distributor of Roundup to retail
stores in North America.
4) We can ask our Park and School Boards to stop using Roundup and other chemicals.
5) We can lobby to get GMO labeling the law of the land (Vermont had it for several months last year, but then lost it with the passing of the
DARK Act), and when we learn which foods are made with GMOs we can boycott them too.
6) We can let our Senators and Representatives know our feelings by telling them that we support banning the use of noxious chemicals in
agricultural.
7) We can follow California’s example and try to get Monsanto’s Roundup herbicide, and another toxic herbicide dicamba, on to Rhode
Island’s list of substances known to cause cancer.
8) We can purchase our food from local growers who practice regenerative farming, and
9) We can recycle our yard and kitchen waste and spread compost on our gardens.
Anna Bernath
Quonnoquotot Garden Club
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invites you to

THE NEW ENGLAND GARDEN CLUBS, INC.
FIRST ANNUAL MEETING
October 30 -31, 2017
Chairman: Vera Bowen, verabowen9092@gmail.com
Registrar: Vicki Iannuccillo viannucil@aol.com
followed by

NATIONAL GARDEN CLUBS SYMPOSIUM
Oct. 31 – Nov. 2, 2017
Instructors: Horticulture: Dottie Howatt, Design: Claudia Bates
Symposium Chairman: Sue Redden sueredden@verizon.net
Symposium Vice-Chairman: Cathy Moore
Registrar: Vicki Iannuccillo
Both events to be held at The Crown Plaza Hotel, 801 Greenwich Avenue, Warwick,
RI 02886

RIFGC President–Elect: Blakely Szosz
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