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The stunning arrangement above was created by Barbara Blossom during her presentation titled ‘Five More Days of
Christmas’ for our December Holiday Gathering. In true Barbara Style a bit of humor was represented in each design.

The year is coming to a
close…the weather is getting
colder and we are all busy with
the Holidays. This is a time reflect
on our accomplishments, goals,
friendships and … Garden Club.
I am proud of the RIFGC,
INC and its members. More and
more ladies have come to me and
told me how they are enjoying
their involvement in their own
garden club and also in the
Federation… from the Flower
Show, Annual Luncheon, Life
Member, to Education Day and
the Holiday Gathering. We learn
so much from each other and
how each club does their part for
their community and the

environment. Keep up the good
work!
I also want to thank all the
clubs for their generous
donations to our Habitat For
Humanity program. We are now
able to continue at least for next
year and maybe longer to plant
homes for families trying to start
fresh.
Enjoy the Holiday Season
and God Bless everyone!
To celebrate the Sun, the Land, the
Ancient Ones, the great Circle of
Nature.
To welcome in the Winter and the
New Year.
To bring forth renewal, peace, and
joy.
Excerpt - Selena Fox, Saturnalia
Catherine D. Moore
President RIFGC, Inc.

Submissions for the next issue of
the RIFGC NEWS are to be sent
to RIFGC President Cathy Moore
before February 1st. The next
issue is The President’s Issue and
will cover March, April, and May.
All Club Presidents are requested
to include a report about a
program or event that their club
particularly enjoyed as well as
your theme and current number
of members. Additionally feel
free to submit photographs and
articles of past or upcoming
events as well as dates for events
you feel the membership should
know about. I hope you enjoy
this issue of the NEWS- warm
regards,
Blakely Szosz
NEWS Chairman
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Stuck for a last minute gift? Books always make the perfect present, and
I have been on the RIFGC board since

2003 and have enjoyed interacting with you
members. You are intelligent, interesting, and
pleasant.
To express my feelings, I'm offering
you a bouquet composed of herbs and flowers
selected for their meanings.
Calla Lily - Beauty
Red Rose - Respect
Bells of Ireland - Good Luck
Ivy - Fidelity and friendship
Yellow Rose - Joy
White Zinnia - Goodness
Marjoram - Happiness
Lavender - Luck
Camellia - Admiration
If you'd like to send a cheerful gift to a
friend, select some flowers and/or a pot of
herbs or a plant and include a note explaining
their significance. Your recipient will
appreciate the sentiment and the time put into
selecting the specimens.
Yellow Tulips - There's sunshine in your
smile.
Yellow Roses - Joy and Friendship
Red Poppy - Pleasure
Orchid - Refinement
You can find various choices at your
supermarket or garden shop. Roses are always
available, and florists are happy to arrange
them for you. You can even supply your own
vase. If you forego the arranging, many
salespersons will add a colorful ribbon and bow
to your purchase.
Potted plants are plentiful, as are
herbs. You can combine a few to make an
interesting container garden.
Basil - Good Wishes
Dill - Good Spirits
Parsley - Rejoice
Sage - Long Life/Wisdom
Oregano - Joy
Rosemary - Remembrance
One creative gift is a Pizza Garden.
Combine a Tomato plant with Parsley, Basil,
and Oregano. (Don't forget the Marigold to
repel the tomato worms.)
The choices are as numerous as your
imagination allows. ENJOY!
Rochelle Kieron
Garden Therapy Chairman
The Portsmouth Garden Club

here are just a few to help you check off some names on your list!
The Man Who Planted Trees, Giono, Jean with wood engravings
by Michael McCurdy, 1985 The hero of this short but touching story, Elzard
Bouffier, spent his life planting one hundred acorns a day in a desolate,
barren section of Provence in the south of France. The result was a total
transformation of the barren landscape to one filled with flowers, birds, and
fresh, flowing water. Giono had been asked to write about an unforgettable
character, and he chose to create his own. The story is so remarkable that
many people felt the main character was a real person, a belief encouraged
by Giono. However, in a letter to the little town of Digne in 1957, he wrote:
“Sorry to disappoint you, but Elzéard Bouffier is a fictional person. The goal
was to make trees likeable, or more specifically, make planting trees
likeable.” Also available as a film/video.
For children, you can’t beat Our Great Big Backyard by Laura
Welch Bush & Jenna Bush Hager. We’ve all experienced a balking child who
would prefer to stay home and play with friends than take a family trip with
parents and siblings. When young Jane begins to pay attention, while the
family explores National Parks across the country, she quickly changes her
tune and learns to appreciate the beauty of nature.
Appropriate for children age 6-10, the creatively illustrated Winter
Bees & Other Poems of the Cold by Joyce Sidman is an outstanding
collection of poems which illuminates how animals survive in the cold and
what their secret lives are like under the snow. Selections include Dream of
the Tundra Swan, Snake's Lullaby, Brother Raven, Sister Wolf and more
delightful offerings.
Virginia Woolf's Garden: The Story of the Garden at Monk's
House by Caroline Zoob. Here’s a different take on Virginia Woolf, she of
The Lighthouse, Mrs. Dalloway and Orlando fame. Not unlike many in their
Bloomsbury Group, including Vita Sackville-West, both she and husband
Leonard were avid gardeners. This chronological account takes us through
the key events in the lives of Virginia and Leonard Woolf, and their deaths.
This is connected with an account of the garden’s development at Monk’s
House, and the creation and development of the key areas of the garden. A
wonderful selection of full-color contemporary photographs, photographs,
illustrated maps and planting plans help to explore the various garden
rooms, including the Italian Garden, Millstone garden, the Orchard, the
Vegetable Garden, the Terrace, the Walled Garden, the Fishpond Garden
and the Greenhouses and Conservatories. Throughout there are quotations
Thursday,
December
3: RIFGC
from Virginia and Leonard from their*diaries,
giving
a vivid account
of their
Board
Meeting, 10:00AM at Roger
plans for, views on and activities in the
garden.
socialatime
In the spirit of bipartisanship,Williams
FredericPark
RichCasino:
has written
new
begins
at
9:30.
book, Getting to Green: saving nature,
bipartisan
solution. The
Saveathe
Dates!
Barrington Library has just purchased this non-fiction book, which is likely
well worth a peek. Although not read by me, I just spotted it on the library’s
website!
Happy Reading/Happy Holidays!
Sandi Tinyk
Books Chairman
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Roger Williams Park Casino
10:00 am – 11:30 am.
Refreshments at 9:30.

Save the dates…
Wednesday, January 25:
Design Study Group with
Ann Huntoon. North
Scituate Community Center
9:30-noon.
*Thursday, January 26:
RIFGC Board Meeting @
Roger Williams Park Casino
10:00 am – 11:30 am.
Refreshments at 9:30.
Thursday, February 16:
Angle Tree’s meeting will
feature the Roger Williams
Park Zoomobile presenting
"Who is Living in Your
Backyard?" All are invited to
attend. $5 per person.
Refreshments at 9:30 am.
Program at 10:00 am.
Presentation will be at The
Florence Hayward Sweet
Clubhouse at 44 Peck Street,
Attleboro, Massachusetts.
Please contact Lisa Pollack
at 774-643-6188 or
lbpollack@gmail if you'd like
to join us (so we have snacks
for everyone!).
*Thursday, February 23:
RIFGC Board Meeting @

*Thursday, March 23:
RIFGC Board Meeting @
Roger Williams Park Casino
10:00 am – 11:30 am.
Refreshments at 9:30.
*Thursday, March 23:
RIFGC Board Meeting @
Roger Williams Park Casino
10:00 am – 11:30 am.
Refreshments at 9:30.
April 7-9: Barrington Garden
Club presents a Standard
Flower Show- ‘A Blithewold
Wedding’. Stay tuned for
details on the opening night
celebration.
*Thursday, April 27: RIFGC
Annual Meeting and Awards
Luncheon and Officer
Installation. Please see last
page of newsletter for
details.
May 17-21: National Garden
Clubs, Inc. meeting in
Richmond, VA.
May 30-31: RIFGC
sponsored overnight trip
‘Springtime Gardens of
Long Island.’ A variety of
gardens including Westbury,

LongHouse Reserve, Madoo
Conservancy and more! Not
to be missed- details to
follow…
*Thursday, June 1: RIFGC
Board Meeting @ Roger
Williams Park Casino 10:00
am – 11:30 am.
Refreshments at 9:30.
Thursday, June 8: Save the
Date as The Plum Beach
Garden Club invites you to a
Luncheon at the Dunes Club,
Narragansett.
Featuring well known
Lecturer, Designer and
Award Winner
Blakely Szosz
Thursday, June 15: The
Ruth Anderson Design Series
featuring Natasha Lisitsa
and her husband Daniel
Schultz. See article for
details.
June 23-25: Newport Flower
Show- Fête Des Fleurs:
Paintings and Parterres at
Rosecliff, Newport, RI.
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Rhode Island was strongly represented at the 82nd Annual Meeting of the New England Region which was
hosted by the Garden Club Federation of Massachusetts, Inc. in Milford in October. Congratulations to…
Sogkonate Garden Club: The Laura Wetmore Conservation Award- for their ongoing, environmental conservation work involving youth
and adults in the collection of garbage and debris on local roads and beaches.
Barrington Garden Club: The Marie E. Lewis Conservation of Natural Resources Award-Realizing that more man-power was needed to
manage the invasives at the beautiful Osamequin Nature Trail, the club has formed a partnership with the Barrington Conservation Land
Trust to ensure that the trail remains a sanctuary for people and for wild life.
Candace Morgenstern: Deanna J. Mozzochi Creative Design Award- for her highly creative interpretation of a painting exhibited at the
RIFGC’s 80th Anniversary Celebration at the Roger Williams Park Botanical Center.
Linda Kirkpatrick: Maria J. Nahom Table Design Award- for her colorful Exhibition Table “Luscious Lime” exhibited at the RI State Flower
Show “Spring……In Living Color”.
Yearbook Awards 2015-2016 - Club 20-29 members 1st Place…………………………………………………………………Hameho Garden Club
-Club 45-69 members 1st Place………………………………………………………………. Sogkonate Garden Club
Publicity Press Books –Large Club 60-99 members 1st Place………………………………………………….…………….Sogkonate Garden Club
Adelaide Clifford: Member Award of Honor Regional Winner
BJ Stephens & Sue Redden, NER Awards Co-Chairs

Sandi Tinyk has agreed to continue as RIFGC Program Chairman and she is off and
running with an amazing springtime getaway. Join us May 30-31 for a charming
overnight trip ‘Springtime Gardens of Long Island.’ The details are all handled for
you so relax and enjoy a mini-vacation of scenic gardens, shopping, delicious
food, and great company. ’ A variety of gardens including Westbury, LongHouse
Reserve, Madoo Conservancy and more will be featured. This event is one not to
be missed so stay tuned for details to follow…
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RI or nearby MA while attending a
college in RI or out of state.

Life Member Group
Here is an opportunity for a
student who is a child, grandchild,
friend of a friend, etc. that you
know who could use some
financial assistance with his/her
education costs. The Life Member
Group, an arm of the RIFGC, is
organized specifically for the
distribution of a scholarship
award each year. This year the
LMG will award $4,000 to the
individual or individuals who
qualify to participate. If there are
two recipients selected, the
award is divided. Last year there
was one recipient of the RIFGC
Scholarship award, Joseph
Loffredo. His application then
went on to the National Garden
Club Scholarship Committee
where he received an additional
$4,000. The Life Member Group
continues to support this
scholarship annually and
recognizes the financial need of
individual students. The deadline
for application of required forms
is FEBRUARY 1.

Important eligibility
include the following:
Applicant must be a US citizen or
permanent legal resident of the
US. He/she must be a resident of

The college or university must be
accredited and listed on the
official website of the US
Department of Education http://ope.ed.gov/accreditation/S
earch.aspx.

Below are pictures of previous
Design Study Group workshops.

The student must be a junior,
senior or graduate student
pursuing a Master’s Degree.
(Sophomores may apply for their
junior year).
The student must have a
cumulative GPA of at least 3.25
on a 4.0 scale and be planning a
career in a field of study
pertaining to gardening,
landscape design, environmental
issues, floral design or
horticulture.
For further information or
questions involving the
Application Procedure, please
contact the RIFGC State
Scholarship Chairman:
Lynne Merrill
160 Fairway Lane
New London, NH 03257
or go to the RIFGC website under
Scholarship
lynnemerrill3@gmail.com
401-862-3102
Consider supporting Life
Member Group by purchasing
a membership which is a onetime payment of $100
(Perfect for an outgoing Club
President!) The next Life
Member Group Luncheon will
be July 27 at The Dunes Club.

Thank you to Design Study chairs
Linda Kirkpatrick and Marjorie DeAngelis
and Advanced Design Study chair Vicki
Iannuccillo. With workshops consistently
filling up you are clearly giving our
membership what they want! The next
presenter will be Ann Huntoon on
Wednesday, January 25 followed by
Candace Morganstern on Wednesday,
March 29.
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Ruth Anderson was a National Garden Clubs (NGC) Accredited Master Judge for many years. She loved design, and
she loved teaching design. Ruth usually had a joke to tell whenever we met. She passed away a few years ago and very
generously left the RI Judges’ Council a bequest in her will. In April, 2016, the Council held a workshop for its members, led by
a designer, whose specialty is leaf manipulation. In 2017 the Council is presenting an internationally known designer, Natasha
Lisitsa and her husband Daniel Schultz. Garden club members and friends are invited to this event. The date is Thursday,
June 15, at 10:00 am at St. Andrew’s School in Barrington in The McCulloch Center for the Arts. Because of Ruth’s
generosity we are able to offer tickets for $15.00 each until April 1st and $20.00 after that date. In the future, the Judges’
Council plans to hold a workshop in the even years and a special design program in the odd years.
Natasha Lisitsa is the owner and lead designer of Waterlily Pond Floral and Event Design Studio, San Francisco, CA.
With her husband Daniel Schultz, Natasha has presented unique design programs all over the world. She is recognized for her
larger than life floral art installations, vivacious style, and innovative use of materials. She speaks English and Russian.
Natasha was an engineer before leaving the high-tech industry to pursue her love of flowers and design. She studied
at the Sogetsu School of Ikebana and developed her own style, fusing Eastern and Western principles, often referred to as
“exuberant Ikebana.” She will have copies of her new book “Exhuberant Floral Art” for sale at the event.
We are looking forward to welcoming Natasha and Daniel to Rhode Island in June.
Tickets are available from Adelaide Clifford, 6 Starbrook Drive, Barrington, RI adelaideclifford@cox.net Checks
should be made out to: The Ruth Anderson Fund.

We have finally made it through our gardening season without too many bumps and bruises from our New England weather.
I am certain your perennials that needed separating have been completed at this time. Your seeds can soon be started and
will be growing strong waiting to be planted. Or you can plan purchasing your flower and vegetable plants and be ready to
create a container, window box or garden design.
Last year while working with the master gardeners in the Roger Williams Park’s Community gardens I had the opportunity to
plant using seed tape. This is great for tiny seeds such as carrots, radishes, lettuce, beets and even cucumbers. The seeds are
evenly spaced and you simply unroll in a furrow, cover lightly with soil and water. There are high germination rates and little
or no thinning needed. The tape paper is biodegradable. Seed tapes are also great for mid-season succession planting
between rows. The seed tapes are offered in most gardening stores and of course on line.
Also, the RI Resource Recovery Corp. is now selling Class A Rhode Island Compost. It is made of RI residential leaf and yard
debris. It is especially helpful for those residents who are unable to turn organic wastes into compost at home or who need a
larger amount than they can generate on their own. The finished compost can be picked up for $30. / Cubic yard or in 40 lb.
bags for $8.00 each. For purchased by the cubic yard, RIRRC will load the material for you, however you will need to bring
your own vehicle and there are no deliveries. The minimum load is a half yard of compost. Their phone number is 401-9421430 and the contact person is Brian Card.
I hope you all enjoy planning for the upcoming
wonderful planting and growing season.
Linda Alves
Environment and Horticulture Chairman
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Thursday, June 15 2017
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 The South County Garden Club Holiday House Tour featured a boutique, educational displays, and many familiar faces!

 Barrington Garden Club creates
custom designer wreaths as an
annual fundraiser.
RIFGC Annual Holiday Gathering
with Barbara Blossom
demonstrating festive floral
arrangements. 
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The Plum Beach Garden Club’s Commemorative Brick Project at Old Library Park in Wickford recently
had a romantic order. Louis Colavecchio planned a lasting memory of his marriage proposal to Leah Csernai
when he arranged for bricks to commemorate the moment.
When you buy a brick you are helping the Plum Beach Garden Club fund its ongoing civic beautification
efforts throughout the community.
Plum Beach Garden Club is offering Commemorative Bricks for sale. The tax-deductible cost for a single
brick is $60 or $50 each for an order of five or more. Multiple bricks can be placed in an attractive grouping in the
path. Order forms for Commemorative Bricks may be found in many of the local shops in North Kingstown, at
the Library, and online at www.plumbeachgardenclub.org.
Brick by brick, these lasting tributes will help fund Plum Beach Garden Club’s ongoing community projects.
CONTACT: Sharon Pickering
508-472-9988
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"The Good, the Bad and the Ugly" presented by Sogkonate Garden Club
in September had various speakers and informative slide shows
educating the public about managing invasive plants and how to create
attractive, sustainable, and native habitats within a landscape plan.

