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Featured is Kathleen Weber’s painting ‘Forsythia’ to be featured in our RIFGC 85th
Anniversary Celebration
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President’s Message
By Catherine Moore
I hope everyone had a relaxing
and enjoyable summer! Now it’s
time to look forward and start
thinking about the RIFGC and the
events we have planned for this
season. We have the 85th
Anniversary Gala and Art in
Bloom, Education Day, and
Design Study to name a few.
Over the summer I spoke with
South County Hospital about
putting in a Breast Cancer
Awareness and Healing Garden.
They are very excited about it and
have chosen a spot on their
campus for the location of this
garden. Now we have to design
the garden and start writing
grants to come up with the
money to produce this garden. I

am looking for individuals within
the RIFGC to help me make this
happen. Please contact me if you
are interested in this project and
want to help with any of the
facets necessary to make the
garden a reality. I would also like
to create an additional garden at
Roger Williams Botanical Center
and will have more information
about it in the near future.
As you know this has special
meaning to me and to many of
our members…let’s plant these
gardens to remember those who
have battled with Breast Cancer
and also for those who are
presently and in the future have
this battle to fight.
Regards,
Catherine Moore

FLOWER SHOW SCHOOLS
Congratulations to Barbara
Blossom, Bristol and Bayberry Garden
Clubs, who has passed Flower Show School
Course IV. Barbara is now a Student
Judge.
Congratulations to Linda
Kirkpatrick, Portsmouth and Bayberry
Garden Clubs, who has passed Flower
Show School Course II. Linda is now a
Student Exhibitor.
Sue Redden
RIFGC Flower Show Schools Chairman.
sueredden@verizon.net
The New England Region Awards
Will be given out at the Awards
Luncheon which is a part of the NER
meeting being held in Portsmouth, New
Hampshire, October 20th and 21st, 2015.
Our own Vera Bowen is the NER
Director and how nice it would be to have
good RI support for Vera. Any garden club
member can attend this meeting. Schedule
and brochure can be found on the NER
website– www.ngcner.org Thanks to
those of you who sent us an application,
we had some wonderful projects to judge
this year.
Sue Redden Co-Chairman NER Awards
BJ Stephens Co-Chairman NER Awards
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Art in the Garden
Thursday, September 24, 2015
6:30-9:00PM
Roger Williams Park Botanic
Center

Our festive cocktail party
$35 per person/ $50 per
celebrates the 85th
couple
anniversary of the Rhode
To purchase tickets, mail check
Island Federation of Garden
payable to RIFGC to:
Clubs with an exhibition of
Darcy Scott
artworks by RI artists,
7 Lafayette Road Barrington, RI
complemented with floral
02806
arrangements by our
(401) 486-1474; or e-mail:
talented and creative
darcy@fullchannel.net
designers.
We look forward to seeing
View incredible
everyone there to celebrate
paintings, photography,
this special event!
sculpture, floral design
Your Anniversary Event co-chairs
and more while enjoying
Blakely Szosz and Sandi Tinyk
fabulous hors d'oeuvres
and a complimentary
beverage! All set in our
breath-taking Botanical
Center! (And an opportunity
drawing!)

Joining us is special guest, Sandy Robinson, newly installed
president of National Garden Club!
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Thursday, September 17th: Angle
Tree Garden Club presents mystery
writer, Neal Sanders, and his riotous
"Gardening is Murder: A Husband's
Point of View of Gardening." Neal
will be selling and signing his books
after his talk. Refreshments at 9:30
am, presentation at 10:00 am. The
Florence Hayward Sweet Club
House 44 Peck Street, Attleboro,
MA. Free for all. RSVPs nice, but not
necessary!
Questions? Lisa Pollack 774-6436188 or lbpollack@gmail.com
Thursday, September 24: RIFGC
Board meeting, 10:00AM at Roger
Williams Park Casino; social time
at 9:30.

Save the dates!
Saturday, September 12:
Sogkonate Garden Club presents
Symposiums Natural and NativeLocation: Morning at Little Compton
Community Center, The Commons.
Afternoon onsite tours at different
locations. Time: TBA. We will hear
and see how Little Compton
residents have managed their
property to include more native
plants. Morning presentations and
afternoon tours of private meadows,
gardens, farms and backyards will
highlight diverse and sustainable
kinds of landscapes. Come hear your
neighbors talk about what they have
done and the lessons they have
learned along the way. Questions?
Deb Ort debcurtort@gmail.com

Thursday, September 24, 6:30-9:00
PM: RIFGC 85th Anniversary
Celebration at Roger Williams Park
Botanic Center. A festive cocktail
party celebrating the 85th
anniversary of the Rhode Island
Federation of Garden Clubs with an
exhibition of artworks by RI artists,
complemented with floral
arrangements by our talented and
creative designers. With special
guests, Sandy Robinson, newly
installed president of National
Garden Club Sandy Robinson and
New England Region Director Vera
Bowen! Tickets: $35 per person/ $50
per couple. For ticket information,
please contact Darcy Scott: or email:
darcy@fullchannel.net
Wednesday, October 7: Beginners
and Advanced Beginners Design

Study Group with De Feldman
presenting (see article this page…)
Wednesday, October 7: Sogkonate
Garden Club presents Growing a
Great Garden. Kristin Green,
horticulturist at Blithewold Mansion
in Bristol, will speak about plants that
self-sow, spread, overwinter and are
easy to propagate. Kristin designs,
propagates, plants and maintains five
garden at Blithewold. She also writes
a column for area newspapers. Her
book, “Plantiful”, will be for sale at
her talk and she will donate part of
the proceeds to our club. Time: 7:308:30 PM. Free and open to the
public. Location: Little Compton
Community Center, The Commons.
Questions? Deb Ort
debcurtort@gmail.com
Tuesday/ Wednesday, October 2021: 81st Annual Meeting of the New
England Region in Portsmouth New
Hampshire. A proud year for RIFGC
as we celebrate our new NER
Director Vera Bowen with a
reception and dinner on Tuesday
evening as well as our newly installed
National Garden Clubs President
Sandra Robinson! The schedule and
brochure can be found at
www.ngcner.org or for more details
regarding attendance please ask
Catherine Moore, Sandi Tinyk or
Blakely Szosz. All are welcome!

DESIGN STUDY GROUP: 2015-2016
Beginners and Advanced Beginners
The group meets 4 times a year from 9:30-12:00 noon. You must be a member of a NGC or NGC affiliated club to
attend. Each session is $35 or $120 to attend all four ($20 discount!) The only things you need to bring are clippers,
paper towel, a trash bag, and a desire to learn. Please contact co-chairs Marjorie DeAngelis marjorie.d10@gmail.com
or Linda Kirkpatrick lkirkpat@cox.net for more information.
1. Wednesday, October 7th with De Feldman at Mt. Hope Farm, 250 Metacom Ave. Bristol
2. Wednesday, November 4th with Cathy Moore. Location TBA
3. Wednesday, January 20th with Candace Morgenstern at the Amicable Church, 3736 Main St. Tiverton
4. Wednesday , April 6th with Ann Huntoon at the North Scituate Community Center on Rt 116
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We all receive much pleasure from working in our gardens and seeing the results of our labors.
Many of us also enjoy arranging the blossoms, whether creating designs in containers or simply in
vases.
Some garden clubs share this beauty with those no longer able to garden. Members make
arrangements to donate to elderly housing residents or to those in nursing facilities.
Think back, however, to the fulfillment you derived from creating a lovely object.
A simple project would be to conduct a flower arranging class in one of these residences. The
cost would be around $50- $60, and the program would take around two hours. I say two hours
because people kept dropping in, and instead of the ten we were told to expect, we had seventeen. I
bought twenty mugs from the Senior Center Shop for ten to twenty-five cents each and brought oasis
which I soaked on site. One lady remarked that she uses the mug we gave out last time. There were
three garden clubbers and two resident workers. We brought greens from our gardens, and I bought
whatever bunches of flowers were on sale at the super market. We started with the greens and
gave the same number of flowers to each attendee. Toward the end, I gave out more flowers.
You have to be flexible. After two hours, we packed up, but a lady walked in. She was very
disappointed to be told the session was over. Since we had a few flowers left, I had her make an
arrangement. Naturally, she was grateful and happy. One resident, a member of our garden club,
decided to make an arrangement for the front desk. She does beautiful work, and the next day, being
Mother's Day, her donation adorned the luncheon buffet table.
With Rochelle Kieron
Garden Therapy Chairman

The Life Member Group luncheon was held on August 20, 2015, at The Dunes
Club. Lunch consisted of a medley of salads--lobster, tuna, chicken and
fresh fruit followed by blueberry pie for dessert. Ninety-six people
attended including our two scholarship winners: Lauren Breen and Matthew
Crudale. Lynne Merrill presented the winners with their awards. Sue
Redden, Ann Huntoon and Candace Morgenstern participated in a designer
challenge which was commentated by De Feldman, who also selected the flowers
and containers. The arrangements were raffled off along with many other
articles that had been donated by the Life Member Board. Holly Lippert
prepared the lovely programs. Lisa Pollock prepared and mailed
announcements to all Life Members. Vera Bowen selected the table
decorations which were sold at the end of the luncheon. I have received no
complaints, so I would say a good time was had by all who attended.
By Sharon M. Gainey
Life Member Chairman
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We’ve had a wonderful summer
that has given us sunny days,
flowers in all their glory and active
birds everywhere. The birds in my
yard particularly have been
enjoying my 3 backyard birdbaths
with elaborate baths and “pool”
parties. On different days I’ve
counted up to fifteen small birds
splashing around together in 1
birdbath. The robins, however,
prefer their singular and very long
bath. It is sight to behold.
I’ve talked about how
important it is to be sure that
backyard birds have clean water
to drink in very cold winter
weather. It is also very important
to provide water for them during
draughts too. At all other times
they can find water on their own
but the joy of watching them
drink and play in the birdbath is
quite entertaining. Even watching
how birds take a drink is
interesting.
Though my birdbaths are just
the traditional pedestal type
made of cement, did you know
how many different birdbath

types people have come up with?
Here are some that you may
consider: a pedestal cake dish, a
plant stand with a saucer, any
type of large bowl, a deep dish pie
pan, a garbage can cover, a
macramé plant hanger with a
bowl inserted, a flower pot
without a hole, a muffin tin, and a
wok. Quite the variety. The birds
don’t really care if they have a
fancy fountain type birdbath or a
dog dish. They are just looking for
the water.
Certain birds prefer different
sizes, however. A birdwatcher
may notice that though a 12 inch
bowl is okay, a 24 inch seems to
attract more kinds of birds. How
deep the water is and how deep
the incline is of the birdbath is
something to consider. Some
birds do not submerge
themselves all the way and other
birds do. It can be useful to them
to put a rock or two that they can
use for a perch.
When setting your birdbath up,
no matter what type you use,
remember never to put it too
close to a window. This can cause
birds flying into the window on
their takeoff.
When choosing a spot for your
birdbath try to be sure it is placed
at least six feet from clumps of
flowering plants, shrubs
etc. Their predators could be
hiding in wait. If you don’t see
birds coming to your birdbath, it
may be because they are too
afraid to stay in the spot you’ve
chosen. A good place is usually in
the sun, somewhere in the middle
of the yard. Of course there are
always exceptions to the
rule. Warblers and wood
thrushes prefer a shady yet
protected area for their

baths. Birds are extremely
nervous when they drink or have
a bath-constantly looking for any
trouble that may come their waybut they still seem to having lots
of fun.
Keeping cool clean water will pay
off. Enjoy watching your birds
flock to their birdbaths while the
weather remains warm.
Until next time,
Jan Marcello
Birds Chairman

References: Wikipedia, “Projects for
the Birder’s Garden”
Edited by Fern Marshall Bradley
And Editors of Yankee Magazine
And a tip from…..

What Should I Do If I Find Algae In My
Birdbath?

Scrub your birdbath immediately if algae start
to grow. Use very hot water and a good
scouring brush.
Water in birdbaths should be changed at least
every three days, and in warm weather even
more often. Algal growth is one issue, but
even more urgent and potentially dangerous is
the possibility of mosquitoes breeding. The
mosquitoes that breed in small stagnant pools,
such as rain gutters and birdbaths, are the
ones most likely to harbor West Nile Virus,
which is dangerous for both humans and birds.
The importance of keeping water in birdbaths
clean cannot be overemphasized.
Also, providing an aerator or a slow drip from
an overhanging bottle will attract a wider
variety of birds to your birdbath.
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The Frightened Frog: An Environmental Tale
Appropriate for children K-4th grade, this Early Reader book is intended to educate children
about the environmental issues which affect amphibians. Beyond describing the challenges of being
a frog, it enumerates ways that children and their parents, grandparents and educators can work
together to help protect and preserve our natural world. This book is part of NGC President Sandy
Robinson’s Leap into Action project, with an eye toward helping the future stewards of our planet
to play an important role in saving amphibians.
The book is available through the NGC website, www.gardenclubs.org, for $10. In addition, a
free lesson plan can be downloaded from the website to implement study of amphibians with
suggested activities.

Also appropriate for children ages 4-10 is Amy and the Amaryllis by Roberta Raymond. The
story begins when Amy and her mother purchase large amaryllis bulbs from the garden club and
experience the magic of growing plants, particularly when they bloom! The little ones in your family
will enjoy this story - a great way to reinforce the delights of gardening.
Next issue: Books for adults and suggestions for your holiday list!
Sandi Tinyk
Books Chairman
FROM THE EDITOR…
All submissions for the next issue of the RIFGC NEWS are to be sent to President Cathy Moore
before November 1st. The next issue is The Flower Show Issue and covers December, January and
February. Feel free to submit photographs and articles of past or upcoming events as well as dates
for events you feel the membership should know about. I hope you enjoy the NEWSBlakely Szosz
Fall 2015
NEWS Chairman
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Fall 2015

Hello Gardening Friends;
I am confident everyone enjoyed
the beautiful summer season and
your gardens flourished with
blossoms, butterflies and bees.
Now it is time to move on to the
next bountiful season of Fall.
This Fall season brings crisp
shorter days and cooler nights.
There are a number of plants that
do well with this season such as
lettuce, broccoli, turnips, kale,
winter squash and beets to name
a few. Flowers such as
Chrysanthemums, Sedum, asters
and hydrangeas all do very well.
Most of your annuals will
continue to bloom until the first
frost so please enjoy them all.
Fall is a great time to plant a tree
or shrub to enhance your
gardens. As we know, trees go
dormant during the winter
months so when you plant a tree
during the fall there is a better
chance of survival and generally
plenty of rain to nurture the
newly planted tree or shrub.
Plant spring blooming bulbs in
your

gardens or divide and feed your
perennials for improved results in
the spring and summer months.
It is also a good time to review
and evaluate what plants did well
and which ones struggled. Take
notes because next spring you
may forget exactly what
happened. Try to find out ways to
improve or what can be done
differently for the next growing
season.
This season take the time to clean
and sharpen your garden tools for
winter storage. This way in the
spring they are ready for you to
use.

Have your soil tested for
additional amendments. URI
Master Gardeners offer various
locations to have your soil tested
for free. Just go to their website
http://www.urimastergardeners.o
rg and locate a time and place for
soil testing on the drop down
tabs. Remember to always lime
your gardens and lawns in the fall
months.
I have suggested a variety of
things to do in your yard and
gardens during this season.
Please remember to always take

time to enjoy the vibrant colors
and crisp cooler days this season
offers to us.
Linda Alves
Horticulture Chairman

RHODE ISLAND FEDERATION OF
GARDEN CLUBS OFFICERS 2015-2017
President: Catherine Moore –
Gardeners of Westerly 11 Popon
Road, Watch Hill, RI 02891 (401) 3488926 csimplymoore@cox.net
First Vice President: Blakely Szosz –
Barrington Garden Club 39 Salisbury
Road, Barrington, RI 02806 (401) 4332621 blakelydesign39@gmail.com
Second Vice President: Ann Huntoon –
Gentian Garden Club PO Box 208,
Hope, RI 02831 (401) 823-8384
annhuntoon@gmail.com
Recording Secretary Annette Jarvis: –
Portsmouth Garden Club 83 Park
Avenue, Portsmouth, RI 02871 (401)
683-4540 jarvisannett@msn.com
Corresponding Secretary Marnie
Sandham: – Cindy-Wood Garden Club
342 Cedar Avenue, East Greenwich, RI
02818 (401) 886-9266
rifgc.marnie@gmail.com
Treasurer: Bernie Larivee – Edgewood
Garden Club 15 Kensington Road,
Cranston, RI 02905 (401) 781-2785
bernie28L@verizon.net
Ex-Officio: Sandi Tinyk – Barrington
Garden Club 7 North Lake Drive,
Barrington, RI 02806 (401) 245-3890
sandi.tinyk7@gmail.com
New England Region of National
Garden Clubs
Director: Vera Bowen 11 Dolly Drive,
Bristol, RI 02809 (401) 254-2034
verabowen9092gmail.com
Alternate Director: Lynne Merrill Third
Beach Road, Middletown, RI 0284X (401)
847-3194 lynnemerill3@gmail.com

National Garden Club President
Sandra R. Robinson
sandyr5342@gmail.com
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