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Save the Dates!
Thursday, March 19: Angle Tree Garden
Club presents Betty Sanders and ‘Life Cycle
Gardening.’ Refreshments 9:30 a.m. with
10:00 a.m. lecture at Sweet Club House, 44
Peck St., Attleboro, MA. Members, free and
non-members, $5
Thursday, March 26: RIFGC Board
meeting, 10:00AM at Roger Williams Park
Casino; social time at 9:30.
Wednesday, April 1: Deadline to submit
club applications to Sandi Tinyk for a RIFGC
Community Project Award.

Saturday and Sunday, April 18-19:
Bristol Garden Club is presenting a Standard
Flower Show “Blithewold- The Good Life.”
Thursday, April 23: Annual Meeting,
Awards Luncheon and Installation of new
Officers at The Imperial Room (next to
Rhodes-on-the-Pawtuxet). Ticket chairman,
Darcy Scott, (darcy@fullchannel.net).
Saturday and Sunday, May 2-3: The
Portsmouth Garden Club will be hosting its
Annual Flower Show at Atria Aquidneck
Place, 125 Quaker Lane, Portsmouth from
10:00 am - 3:30 pm. Admission and parking
are free.

Saturday, May 9: The Gentian Garden
Club is having a plant sale from 9AM to
noon at the Community House on Route 116
in historic North Scituate, RI. The plant sale
features a wide variety of perennials,

wildflowers and herbs that are from member’s
gardens. It is an excellent opportunity to find
plants at reasonable prices to enhance your
garden. All money goes to programs that
beautify and educate surrounding
communities. Call Linda 401-647-3730 for
more information.
Saturday, May 16: Chatham Village
Garden Club will have its annual plant sale
from 9 AM until 12 noon at the Buttonwoods
Community Center at 3027 West Shore Rd.
Warwick, RI. Expect a variety of annuals and
perennials, vegetable plants, herbs, shrubs,
and even some trees. Joanne Quinn, our plant
expert will be there to answer questions and
will have resource material on hand. There
will be a baked goods table and perhaps even
an opportunity drawing. So whether you
happen to be a garden enthusiast or not, come
and enjoy!!
Saturday, May 16: The Gentian Garden
Club presents a Standard Flower Show
"Quintessential Country... A Study of Flora,
Fauna & Fancy" from 11AM to 5PM at 449
Danielson Pike, North Scituate, RI. Floral
design, horticultural, educational and youth
exhibits will be woven throughout this
magical, quintessential countryside
home. Enjoy our labors of love, our
cultivations, and creations. For more
information or advance ticket sales, please
contact Carolyn Hansen 401-231-5864 or
cfhansen@verizon.net Donation $10.00.
Saturday, May 16: Wantaknohow Garden
Club’s 23rd annual plant sale will take place
from 8:00-11:00AM at Summit Baptist
Church, 1176 Victory Highway (Route 102)

MARCH/ APRIL/ MAY
Wednesday, May 20: The Portsmouth
Garden Club is hosting Plant Day at the Island
Garden Shop, 54 Bristol Ferry Rd Portsmouth.
From 9AM to 5PM members will assist
customers, and Martin Van Hof will present a
gardening demonstration. Free refreshments
will be offered, and a percentage of the day's
profits will be donated to the Club for their
Civic Beautification projects.
Saturday, May 23: Sogkonet Garden
Club’s Blossoms and Sweets Sale
Annual plant sale in front of Wilbur Store in
the Commons, Little Compton, RI.
There will be perennials, annuals, and herbs
for sale. A “chance” sale will be available to
win wonderful gardening prizes, including a
garden cart. Sale starts at 7:30am. Plan to
arrive early, everything goes quickly.
Monday, May 25: Sogkonet’s
Dedication of the Blue Star Memorial
Highway Marker. Please join us to honor all
veterans our past, present and future.
Immediately follows the Memorial Day
parade at the Commons in Little Compton.
Estimated time 10:30am.
Thursday, June 4: RIFGC Board meeting
at 10:00AM.
Wednesday, June 10: Edgewood Garden
Club trip "Can’t Miss, Provincetown, MA
Garden Tour."
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By Sandi Tinyk, RIFGC President
I believe I heard a collective sigh of relief as everyone flipped the calendar page to
March, the month of the Vernal Equinox, the return of Daylight Savings Time, and
the promise of warmer weather. We are now encouraged with thoughts of the
disappearance of the blanket of snow covering our gardens as we contemplate
spring. Somewhere under that snow are the bulbs we planted in the fall, the harbingers of the gardening season ahead. Homer tells us that the
goddess Hera, in an attempt to get her husband, Zeus, to forget the trials of the Trojan War, seduced him on a carpet of crocus and hyacinth.
These plants also provide a fitting beginning to our spring season of divine flowers.
Before we contemplate sunny days ahead, it is appropriate to recognize the events and people who made our historically cold and snowy winter
not only bearable, but fulfilling for us all. We celebrated the winter holidays at our annual luncheon, with a delicious menu, an entertaining and
informative program by Bill Graham, and a chance to enjoy fellowship with our many Federation friends. We were especially honored that our
special guest, NGC President Linda Nelson, flew here from Washington (state) just to be with us. It was also an opportunity to see and purchase
our second, new-and-improved, 12-month garden calendar, and thanks are extended to Vera Bowen for overseeing the printing and distribution
of it and to those whose lovely photos grace its pages. Proceeds of the sale are designated for our Habitat for Humanity budget to replenish our
funds for purchasing the trees and shrubs which will be planted this spring. Please remember to bring your camera or I-Phone with you throughout
the year to capture the beauty of other RI gardens, especially your own and clubs’ community projects, for consideration in next year’s calendar.
Our annual standard flower show, The Spirit of Adventure, a bright star of the Rhode Island Flower and Garden Show, was a real challenge this
year. Designers were thwarted by the unavailability of ordered flowers, horticulture entries were expected to be low, especially arboreal
specimens, and the hard work of preparing staging was all the more difficult as a handful of members cleaned, painted, and assembled it all, with
travel conditions preventing many from getting to the Convention Center. Quite a number of our designers graciously agreed to create more than
one design. As they say, “the show must go on!” and it certainly did, one of the best we’ve had. Our heartfelt thanks go out to all of the show
chairmen, staging volunteers, raffle organizer Bernie Larivee, designers, plant-owners, and hospitality workers who helped, some into the wee
hours, during the work-filled days leading up to the show and throughout its run. And, congratulations to all who entered horticulture (an amazing
140 entries) and floral designs and, of course, the award winners! New this year was our Photography Division, with 47 entries, of which 12
award winners were displayed within the show. All were of such excellent quality that the remaining photos were exhibited at the show’s entrance.
The Youth Division’s decorated sailboats were a treat to view, and the men’s challenge class was astounding. Thank you, everyone!
In our immediate future, we congratulate and applaud Vera Bowen, who will take on the Directorship of the New England Region. When we
next turn the calendar page to April, we will find ourselves with new RIFGC officers and a new board. Please make every effort to attend our
2015 annual meeting at the lovely Imperial Room. Co-chairmen De Feldman and Emily Reade have worked diligently to assemble an outstanding
program of floral design, as well as a lovely luncheon and availability of exciting vendors. Importantly, this is the event at which clubs and
individuals are honored for their exemplary efforts, creativity, and support, and we hope many of you will be there to applaud their achievements.
And of particular significance is the installation of our new president, Cathy Moore, and her board. While I will be addressing you at this meeting,
I do want to say now, for those not able to attend the annual meeting, how much I have enjoyed my term as your president. I leave this position
with both joy and regret, in equal measure. New friendships, the pleasure of working with so many talented and creative people, the support you
have shown me, the honor of representing you at NER and NGC meetings, new opportunities, and the challenge of new projects have made the
past two years simply fly by. The regret part relates only to my initial wish to implement additional programs and efforts, but tomorrow is another
day. In this, our 85th year, we welcome a new administration and a new president, and I only ask that you show Cathy the support and assistance
that you have generously shared with me as we continue to enjoy the joys and rewards of garden club membership.
Fondly,

Sandi
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“Trees need people
and
People need trees.”
Trees have been called…….”the lungs of the earth.” We depend on the oxygen they give us to live through
their process of photosynthesis. One large tree can provide a day’s supply of oxygen to four people. In addition, a
mature tree will absorb more than forty-eight pounds of carbon dioxide from the atmosphere in one year. Trees are
known as air-purifiers by removing pollution from the atmosphere improving air quality and human health. Studies
have also shown that forested watersheds provide quality drinking water to more than 180 million Americans. Trees
positively affect us, our community and our world. Their benefits are endless!
Trees are also known to lower surface and air temperatures by providing shade which may be 20⁰-45⁰ F cooler
than the peak temperatures of unshaded areas. Trees properly placed around homes and buildings can reduce air
conditioning needs by 30% and can save 20-50% in energy used for heating. Looking to reduce energy costs at your
home? On the north and west side of your home, plant conifers such as evergreen trees—spruce, cedars, firs or pines
to help reduce the wind’s chilling effects during winter. On the east and south side of your home, you can plant
deciduous trees such as maples, oaks and lindens. They will help shade and cool the house in summer yet let the sun’s
warmth in during the winter months.
It has been 143 years since J. Sterling Morton founded Arbor Day on April 10th, 1872 in Nebraska City,
Nebraska U.S. when over an estimated one million trees were planted on that single day. His idea was
simple…….trees are beneficial to us, our world and future generations; they need us for planting and caring for them.
Throughout the U.S. and other countries, the date for Arbor Day varies depending on their best planting time.
Individuals and groups are encouraged to plant, nurture and celebrate trees. This year in Rhode Island we will
officially celebrate this special day on Friday, April 24th.

How can YOU celebrate Arbor Day?
1. Celebrate in a personal way by planting a tree yourself.
2. Organize a group of volunteers perhaps from your garden club to plant a tree in your community. You may
want to consider a school setting whereby you can promote interest and provide educational opportunities
stressing the importance/care of trees with young children.
3. Read a story to children of the famous Johnny Appleseed who planted apple seeds in large parts of
Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois as well as the northern part of West Virginia. Johnny Appleseed will
connect them with the beauty and wonder of nature. Perhaps they will be motivated to plant an apple seed or
tree, observe its growth and enjoy eating the “fruits” of their labor.
4. Become a member of the Arbor Day Foundation with yearly membership dues of ten dollars. As a thank you,
you may choose to receive ten free trees of your choice that will grow where you live. These beautiful trees
will provide a habitat for many songbirds in your area. You may choose not to receive any trees, and they will
plant ten trees in a threatened national forest for you. You may also purchase Give-A-Tree cards to notify
family and friends of trees planted in their honor in one of our National Forests, State Parks or other public
land in our country where trees are desperately needed. Your gift will make a lasting difference.
Contact information: Arbor Day Foundation
Membership services
100 Arbor Avenue
Nebraska City, Nebraska 68410
Arbordaynews@gmail.com
Arborday.org/giveatree or 1-888-448-7377

Theodore Roosevelt once stated—“To exist as a nation, to prosper as a state and to live as a people, we must
have trees.” Trees are vital to our well-being. They are a renewable resource. By taking part in Arbor Day, we can
help preserve this precious, valuable resource for ourselves and future generations. THANK-YOU for your assistance
in making this possible!
by Paula J. Munko
Arbor Day Chairwoman

3

NEWS: RHODE ISLAND FEDERATION OF GARDEN CLUBS, INC.

4

Happy New Year Gardeners!

During the winter months most gardeners contemplate what to plant in the new gardening year. There are plenty of seed
catalogs to choose from via internet or mailings.
Perhaps a new herb added to your garden or planters near your back door such as Stevia?
The botanical name: Stevia Rebaudiana; family name: Astraceae is cultivated in India and now available in the United
States in the form of seeds and plants. Stevia is a natural form of sweetener with zero calories. When the plant has matured the
leaves provide a taste of sweetness. It is useful in obesity, diabetes, gingivitis, acne, digestive problems, cuts, wounds, mouth
sores, heartburn, seborrhea, eczema, dermatitis, inflammations, and high blood pressure.
Also, please remember our declining population of the Monarch butterflies and consider planting or preserving existing
milkweed plants in the spring. The botanical name is Asclepias tuberose and the common name is Butterfly Milkweed. The plant
is native to the United States and Canada. This is the only plant the Monarch butterfly will lay their eggs in late spring when they
migrate from Mexico. The monarchs’ decline is due to illegal logging in Mexico, climate change and the loss of milkweed due to
pesticide resistant crops.
As gardeners, we need to take the time to continue to learn and experiment with different plants and seeds. The benefits this
brings to our yards and ultimately our earth are encouraging for our future generations.
Stay warm,
Linda Alves
Horticulture Chairwoman

The Bird That I Miss Most During the Winter
The hummingbird is the bird that I miss most during the long winter. They are fascinating to me.
So far, I seem to have only three in my yard, but that is up two since I started feeding them two years ago.
They are so tiny, beautiful and energetic. One must be diligent when waiting for them to come to their
feeders or they will have come and gone in seconds. I saw one taking a shower in my sprinkler system on
a sunny day and I cannot even describe how absolutely stunning his coloring was.
Hummingbirds come to Northern areas around the same time that flowers start blooming and then leave to warmer climates before the
last leaves of fall drop. They migrate to the Southern United States, Mexico, Panama and the Yucatan Peninsula. Did you know that
hummingbirds beat their wings about 70 times per second on average?
Did you know that they consume more than their own weight in nectar each day? Feeding them from our feeders is fairly easy. They
love sugar water. Use four parts water to one part sugar. Boil the water, add the sugar, dissolve and let cool. No need for red food coloring.
Feeders need to be kept clean and filled. Because of the sugar, feeders tend be a magnet for bees and ants. Ants will usually drown in the water
and they tend to make a mess of the feeders. There’s not much you can do about ants and bees but it seems that the hummingbirds work around
them. Hummingbirds love to feed on the nectar of tuba-like flowers. They also eat many small soft insects and bugs.
There are many things that hummingbirds do that we never see. For example, they build their nests in trees and shrubs. They find soft
nesting material like plant down and fibers. Twigs and bits of leaves are added and then some spider silk threads to the cup shaped nest together.
These nests are built anywhere from 10 feet to 90 feet high. The nest fits two tiny eggs.
Keeping a journal to track their behavior and note hummingbird sightings is a good idea. I look forward to seeing these tiny, exciting,
exotic birds again. And spring is just around the corner! Until next time,

Jan Marcello
Birds Chairwoman
References- Wikipedia, Birds & Birds magazine
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GARDEN THERAPY

Garden Therapy means
different things to our clubs, but
many of them focus on programs
for the elderly. It gives me great
pleasure to share the wonderful
things we are accomplishing in the
Portsmouth Garden Club this year
that pertain to our close association
with the Senior Citizens in our
town. In the past, we have had our
Flower Show at Atria Aquidneck
Place to the delight of the residents
and this year will be no different.
The residents will be able to enjoy
the floral interpretations of our
“Jewels of Portsmouth” themed
Flower Show that will be held on
Saturday, May 2 – Sunday, May 3,
2015. We encourage the residents
living at Atria to participate by
visiting each of the show’s
categories and place a vote for their
favorite arrangements.
We continue our involvement
around Mother’s Day by having our
club members work closely with
Atria’s residents to create their own
beautiful arrangements. The residents
provide their containers and the
Portsmouth Garden Club provides the
flowers and assists with the

appropriately-sized floral design. The
Portsmouth Garden Club also has a
close association with the Portsmouth
Multi-Purpose Senior Center. Our
club provides seasonal floral
decoration for the planter at the
facility and decorates an outdoor tree
for Christmas (in time for the Center’s
dinner/dance), Chris Herren’s Project
Purple Initiative, Valentine’s Day and
St. Patrick’s Day. We also create
arrangements for the Senior Center’s
Valentine’s Dinner Dance in
February.

Our RIFGC Annual Meeting
and Luncheon will be at the
Imperial Room in Cranston
(next to Rhodes-on-thePawtuxet) on April 23. Susan
Detjens will be our guest
speaker. There are only 180
seats available, so please
purchase your tickets early at
$35 each from Darcy Scott
darcy@fullchannel.net.
Remember that the festivities
will also include the
installation of new Officers!
For more information on the
talented designer who will be
joining us please visit the link
below.
http://www.flowerflinging.com/susandetjens/

It is very rewarding for our
club members to have this association
and it is a win-win endeavor as we
learn from each other. If your club
would like to pursue such an
endeavor, feel free to contact me as I
am happy to share details on getting
organized so that all of our clubs can
experience the heart-warming results
of working with our seniors.
Annette Jarvis,
Garden Therapy Chairwoman

Thank you Deb Ort of Sogkonate
Garden
Club
in as
THANK
YOU
DEB for
ORT,stepping
SOGKONATE
GARDEN
our newest
CLUB
RIFGC board
member and Photographer.
Welcome!
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Barrington Garden Club
President: Pattie Mitchell
146 Dues-paying members; 3 honorary members
The Barrington Garden Club has been running a wreath workshop for the past three years as a
fundraiser. Each year it has been tweaked and gets better and better. We take orders for holiday wreaths
from individuals and businesses in town. There are usually four themes to choose from, i.e. nautical,
fruit and nut, traditional and custom designs. We invite all of our club’s top designers to come and create
a wreath or two to fill each order. This year we made 50 wreaths. Also new this year was the opportunity
for garden club members to come and create their own wreath alongside the ‘professionals’. The event
creates a great deal of camaraderie, as well as funds for the club. Designers can learn from each other
and get in the holiday spirit at the same time.
This workshop complements, in the same week, our annual Greens Workshop, when members
create and hang wreaths for the town’s buildings, decorate and deliver boxwood trees for shut-ins, and
enjoy a pot-luck luncheon provided by board members and for which our junior garden club members
create centerpieces. A boxwood tree workshop is offered to the public in co-operation with our adult
education program in town, and BGC members also decorate the Veterans Home in Bristol, rounding
out a week of holiday festivities and learning experiences.
Bristol Garden Club
President: Pam Bishop
30 active members, 3 associates, and 1 honorary member
Through our theme “A Garden of Gifts,” Bristol Garden Club set out to explore the gifts our natural
and human communities offer us; and, in turn, the unique gifts we each could bring – our talents, interests,
creativity, and strengths—to the projects we planned to undertake. We recognized that gardeners are, by
nature, gift givers of produce, plants, seeds, cuttings, ideas, and inspirations; and, as club members, that we
also give our gifts of time and treasure to our community as well as to each other.
We began by exploring a wonderful Rhode Island asset, URI’s newly opened medicinal plant
gardens, greenhouse, and conservatory of the university’s Biomedical and Pharmaceutical Science
Department. In August we hosted an open meeting, at a packed house, with a PowerPoint presentation by a
local authority on osprey. This reinforced the club project to seek installation of a nesting platform in
Bristol for the species. The meeting was also the occasion for presentation of our annual scholarship, this
year to a sophomore studying ethnobotany. Our September meeting featured club members who educated
us on the challenges in store for our local and global water supplies. In October we learned useful plant
propagation techniques; and in November we were inspired, by a lively demonstration, to create
welcoming holiday floral designs for our guests.
Much of the remainder of the year’s programming was designed to focus on our upcoming standard
flower show in April at Blithewold. The show will feature a cocktail party in the mansion house where the
show is to be displayed, and will occur April 18 and 19 during the height of the Daffodil Days celebration
at the estate. In addition to this major project, in the summer we undertook the refurbishing of the historic
garden of Mrs. William Perry, our club’s founder. This work will continue during 2015. In conjunction
with the garden, which is located in a town park along Silver Creek in Bristol, the club has begun seeking
grants to fund construction of a sculpture which will serve a dual purpose. The floral inspired artwork will
beautify and reflect the garden, while also functioning as a collection and storage device for rain to water
the plants. We hope it will also function as an educational model, and as one creative solution to the
challenge of sustainability.
2015 promises to be as exciting, busy, and full of diverse activity as 2014 has been.
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Edgewood Garden Club
President: Sheryl McGookin
68 members include 4 honorary and 3 associate.
Theme: Community Service
Though it’s difficult to name my favorite Edgewood Garden Club activity during my vice
presidency, a particular workshop comes to mind. It was conceived when the EGC board felt that we
needed to thank our members for all the hard work they performed to host both a local garden tour
and flower show in June of 2013. The goal was to provide our members a creative, hands-on
workshop; a particularly tall order given the workshop was during the winter months when the
ground is frozen.
In came Vera Bowen and Vicki Iannuccillo, who led us through the satisfyingly messy
process of creating our own hypertufa planters last March. Vera brought the main materials and we
brought the bling; shells, glass beads, sea glass and dried flowers embellished our creations. The
hypertufa planters cured in our basements until April. As the members looked forward to spring
gardening, our April program saw our hands in real garden soil as we planted our hypertufa creations
with succulents and small herbs.
EGC members added another dimension to this project when we showcased some of our
creations in the world of social media. We created a collection of photographs from our maturing
hypertufa planters and submitted them to Instagram this fall, allowing us to share them not only with
other club members, but the general public too. Feel free to view this project by finding us on
Instagram @egc100 (you will need to sign up for an Instagram account in order to view photos).

Chatham Village Garden Club
President: Jan Marcello
As president I am honored to take part in the president’s issue of the NEWS. Our club has
enjoyed taking part in gardening for many years and our club has been a viable part to our
community and beyond. Our members work very hard to choose and follow through with many
programs over the years. Since we’ve been doing this for 63 years, we’ve seen lots of program
about our interests-nature and gardening. This year, as in the past, we’ve experienced many
different kinds of programs and almost all of them have been rewarding. With that in mind I will
do my best to choose one that was my favorite.
In November our club had a wreath making workshop. Two of us planned this workshop
and gathered the necessary materials. An abundance of green leaves and dried plants and whatever
could be found in our yards was provided. The women embraced this workshop and so many
different wreaths were made. The variety of ideas that the members came up with was quite
extraordinary. While working, there was much sharing and the camaraderie was what made this
workshop so successful. We had three new members there that night and I think they felt quite
comfortable in their new surroundings. Friends were made easily and the laughs came easily too.
This workshop was my favorite.
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Governor Francis Farms Garden Club
President: Marcy Tyrrell
29 Active Members
Theme: All My Hurts My Garden Heals
The Governor Francis Farms Garden Club enjoyed many activities this year. A September tour of
Save the Bay started off our season. In October, we enjoyed a fieldtrip to Rhode Island Resource and
Recovery. Our members were amazed by this facility. The fall season found us busily planting mums
and bulbs around our neighboring rotaries. Our neighbors always appreciate this annual project. Araujo
Farm in Rehoboth was our November destination. Here we each made a beautiful Christmas planter.
This brought us into the holiday season which included a fabulous party at the Warwick Country Club
After our business meeting in January, March will find us enjoying a seasonal cooking class at
Warwick Country Club. In April, we have invited the Edgewood Garden Club to join us for a lecture by
a master gardener. Our annual May luncheon will be held at the newly refurbished Gristmill Restaurant.
Here new officers will be welcomed. The season will close in June with a potluck garden lunch at a
member’s home.
This past year, our club has grown. All our members, both new and old, have helped beautify our
neighborhood while learning and having fun at the same time. It has been a successful year.
Hameho Garden Club, Barrington, RI
President: Priscilla DiMarco
25 Active Members & 8 Life Members
We are celebrating Hameho’s 50th Year! Our September Program, held in a member’s home,
was attended by twenty-three members and former Presidents of Hameho Garden Club. It was a funfilled, enjoyable, evening with fifty years’ worth of memorabilia set out for browsing. Old Awards
Books of Evidence reminded us of the goings-on in past years (and changes in appearances, too.)
Newer ones brought us up to date through articles and photos, showing many happy faces, while
documenting our work and involvement in the community. Sue Redden was commended for the
unending work, helpfulness, and joyful contributions to Hameho throughout her fifty years in the
club. Each person was asked to relate what was going on in their life in March, 1964, when Hameho
was organized and then reminisce on one particular highlight of their membership in Hameho.
Commemorative, pre-ordered T-shirts and tote bags were handed out and a group photo was taken
before the end of this delightful evening meeting.
Portsmouth Garden Club
President: Sofi Janaros Cofield
Theme: An Afternoon on the Veranda
This past September the Portsmouth Garden Club celebrated the 80th Anniversary of the
formation of the Portsmouth Garden Club. Madeline Beaucage and her committee of ExPresidents- Annette Jarvis, Roberta Stevens, Rochelle Kieron, Dorothy Backman and Caroline
Crouch did a wonderful job bringing us back to the "Good Old Days".
We could imagine ourselves as ladies of means - lunching on the veranda - gazing at the water
and walking through the gardens - such a rare opportunity. Many thanks to the Portsmouth Town
Council, and especially David Gleason who made it possible for us to celebrate at the Glen Manor
House. Of course if we did not have such a convincing representative in the person of Madeline
Beauchage - I doubt that any of this wonderful day would have been possible. Thank you Madeline!
What fun it was to be serenaded by a Barber Shop Quartet - that was such a surprise! All in
all it was a splendid day. This Party has raised the bar for Celebrations to come.
Sandi Tinyk, President of the Rhode Island Federation of Garden Clubs joined us in this
celebration. We appreciate her coming "all the way to Portsmouth" - as non-islanders say, and
welcome her to visit again soon.
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Sogkonate Garden Club
President: Deb Ort
44 Active Members, 5 Provisional Members, 15 Associate Members,
4 Honorary Members, 9 Life Members
Our club spent the holiday season in our usual very busy fashion: cutting greens and making
Christmas wreaths and swags to decorate the doors of town buildings and lampposts on The Commons. We
also decorated a tree submitted to the local Tree Spree, with proceeds applied towards college scholarships
for local students. We enjoyed a field trip to the Breakers Mansion in Newport followed by a luncheon at the
Castle Hill Inn.
Our Spring program will present nature programs and seed germination projects to our school’s
Kindergarten and First Grade students. Our monthly programs open to the public will feature yogurt and
cheese-making by young local farmers and a garden design workshop presented by a well-known landscape
horticulturalist. We look forward to ending April with a field trip to the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum.

Wantaknohow Garden Club
President: Mary Sunderlin
14 active members
Each May the Wantaknohow Garden Club plans the indoor community garden at Alpine Nursing
Home, after which we join the residents for tea and present plants for the residents to enjoy in their rooms.
Last year we thought we would take a trip with the residents down Memory Lane by fashioning and filling
May baskets. It was such a success that this year we will include handmade sachets filled with lavender from
member Etta Izzi’s gardens - a reminder that gardens are meant to be shared.

Gardeners of Westerly
President: Catherine D. Moore
The Gardeners of Westerly’s October meeting was a workshop on terrariums. We encouraged
everyone to bring a friend to promote membership. As president I decided to give back to our club and make
it free to members and guests.
It was a beautiful day so we had the meeting outside which was conducive for the project. Everyone
brought their own choice of container and I supplied the materials and plants. We worked step by step to
create beautiful and creative terrariums. The whole workshop lasted a little more than an hour.
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Western Cranston Garden Club
Presidents: Linda Alves and Sharron Casey
2 Honorary Members, 50 Active Voting Members, 12 Associate Members
Theme: Sowing and Growing Together
As Co-Presidents of the Western Cranston Garden Club Linda Alves and Sharron Casey were both
impressed with our club’s program in January 2014. It was a workshop, entitled “Framed Pressed Flower
Workshop”.
The members were informed in September at the beginning of our club’s year with instructions to collect
and press flowers, leaves etc. from their own gardens. In the January meeting members brought in their collected
pressed assorted leaves and array of pressed flowers. With the direction of members Mary Carpentier and Elaine
Verduchi everyone began to create book marks, note cards and beautiful framed wall hangings. This evening was
very endearing as everyone shared their wares, complimented each other’s work and lastly showcased the finished
product. It was a great evening of learning and friendship. This was an everlasting memory in so many ways for
everyone.

The Edgewood Garden Club invites you to join us for the

"Can’t Miss, Provincetown, MA. Garden Tour"
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 10, 2015
All Day Bus Trip
COST: $65 includes all transport, private garden tours and
wine and cheese reception.
TO BRING: Walking attire, Camera, Notebook for journaling,
Cash for lunch and bus games/raffles.
Gear up for a free tour of beautiful gardens by the sea in
Provincetown, MA. Our coach bus will deliver us seaside for a
privately guided walking tour of several garden retreats. Bernie
Larivee, one of our members, will be arranging for our club to
tour private gardens and celebrate with a wine and cheese
reception. Lunch is on you as you can feel free to browse the
streets for a bite to eat. It has been several years since we hosted
a tour like this, so put this one on your schedule. Details of the
gardens, bus transportation and other items will follow as we
get closer to the day. Bus is limited to 55 people. Be sure to
include your full name, member garden club, email and phone
number in your reply for further informational purposes
regarding the trip.
Send your request to be put on the list to: Mary Jo Hines
@ maryjo.hines@gmail.com
Names are put on the list in order of response and a waiting list
will be made in that order, if needed.
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Blithewold…The Good Life
Save the Date

Please join us for an evening of fun food and flowers.
A cocktail party to celebrate the opening of our
Standard Placement Flower Show
at Historic Blithewold Mansion and Gardens
101 Ferry Road, Bristol, RI 02809
Saturday April 18, 2015 from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM

Bristol Garden Club, Inc. Fee: $25
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2015 Floral Forays with
Barrington Garden Club
& Barrington Community School
Frederick Olmstead & the American Landscape: A course and field trip
Class dates: May 7, 14, 21; June 4 & 11; Field trip: May 28
Learn about the life and work of Frederick Law Olmstead in 5 classes conducted by BGC member, Arnie
McConnell. The course fee includes a day trip to the Arnold Arboretum and a guided tour of Fairsted, the
Olmsted firm's historic design office, viewing material in the Olmsted archives, the Fairsted landscape, the
rehabilitated model shop, and other Olmsted-designed landscapes in greater Boston and beyond to explore
the larger meanings, concepts, and stories associated with the work and legacy of Olmsted, his sons, and the
Olmsted firm. Visit barrcommschool.com after January 1 for course and trip options and details.

The Chelsea Flower Show & the Best of English Gardens

May 14-21

Attend the world’s most prestigious flower show on this small-group tour which also features a delectable
ramble through some of England’s most beautiful gardens. Sissinghurst, Great Dixter, Knole, Stourhead, The
Vyne, Hever Castle and many more are featured in this 8-day journey which includes the Royal Horticultural
Society’s display gardens and new introductions at Wisley. A complete day-by-day itinerary is available; call
Sandi at Barrington Community School, 245-0432, to be mailed a copy.

Martha’s Vineyard & Polly Hill Arboretum

Wednesday, June 3

Sail away to Martha’s Vineyard for a visit to Polly Hill Arboretum, arguably the finest private arboretum in the
country; home to a diverse collection of trees and shrubs, as well as extraordinary plants. Early summer
brings Stewartia blooms in profusion and fields filled with wildflowers. Visit barrcommschool.com after
January 1 for course and trip options and details.

Pickety Place

Tuesday, June 16

Discover well-maintained gardens at this lovely herb farm in southern New Hampshire, where we’ll also
enjoy a delicious herbal luncheon in the 200-year-old cottage. Pick up plants for your own herb garden!

For questions or more information about any of the above trips please contact
Barrington Community School
PO BOX 256
Barrington, RI 02806
(401) 245-0432
barrcomm@bcs.necoxmail.com

